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Mazara del Vallo is a city in the province of
Trapani with a population of about 50,000. The
old city was situated on the left bank of the
river Mazaro.

The Phoenicians, the Romans ,the Vandals, the
Ostrogoths, and the Byzantines lived in Mazara.
In 827 the Arabs invaded Sicily and divided it
into three “Wali”-Valli in Italian-and Mazara
was one of them. In fact it is called Mazara del
Vallo.

In 1902 Mazara was congquered by the
Normans, who built lots of churches and
monuments.

During the 16th and 17th centuries the town
got bigger and bigger and people left the
country and moved to the centre of town.

In 1987 Mazara del Vallo had the largest fishing
fleet in Italy.
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Miragliano is beautiful area
on the river Mazaro with
an extraordinary

fauna ,lovely plants and big
caves, Wwhere Mazara
people used to have a
general merry picnic on
Easter Monday until not
long ago. This area is called
«MIRAGGHIANU».

Where does the name come
from?







THE CAVES




MIRA and GHIANU loved the
place and they both wanted to stay
there, but they couldn't because
they did not get along. They
quarrelled a lot and in the end they
decided to settle down on different
banks of the river, one on the left
bank , the other on the right
one .Everyone had his own cave ,
did not go beyond his own borders
and lived off the land.

Days passed peacefully

One night, while they were sleeping the river started to swell, then it overflew and flooded all
the caves , even those where MIRA and GHIANU were staying. They drowned . According to
the legend the two giants were found lifeless, hugging each other.

Nature defeated the hatred between MIRA and GHIANU who will always be remembered
together.
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